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Bookstein Projects is pleased to announce an 
exhibition of paintings and works on paper by 
Betsy Kaufman. This is the artist’s first solo 
exhibition with the gallery.  
 
For over three decades, Betsy Kaufman has 
been working intuitively within the self-
imposed constraints of hard-edge painting and 
minimalist vocabulary, but Kaufman’s work is 
anything but Minimalist. It is richly textured, 
highly personal and deeply felt. 
 
Betsy Kaufman’s paintings reward long looking. 
What first appear to be a network of straight-
forward geometric patterns reveal themselves 
to be anything but predictable. After closer 
inspection the eye picks up on subtle nuances 
like a latticework painted slightly askew or a 
merging of lines that never quite meet. Look 
closer and what first appeared to be a plane of 
even color morphs into planes of many slightly 
different shades.  

 
In his introductory essay “Notes on Happiness” for Betsy Kaufman: Visual Notes, Barry Schwabsky describes 
the kind of idiosyncratic geometry at play in the artist’s work: “There is a geometry of sort, and geometry is 
always about measuring things, delimiting them—but this geometry thanks the measure of things in a 
paradoxical way: by taking the measure of itself in its insufficiency with respect to the totality of its own 
development in time and space. These forms, objects, geometry always seem to be in motion or off balance, 
not in the sense of the dynamism of, say, a Suprematist composition a la Malevich, but rather in the midst 
of an internal process or shifting that the viewer can experience as a pleasant kind of imbalance, perhaps 
even a sort of shimmying, as of a vehicle (painting is that vehicle) that is taking you somewhere. It's in 
motion, you're not in control, but you are part of it, and it feels good.” 
 
Betsy Kaufman was born in 1957 in San Franscisco, California. She attended Hampshire College before 
earning her BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design. She has held regular solo shows with Leslie 
Tonkonow Artworks + Projects over the last two decades in addition to her inclusion in numerous group 
exhibitions including those at Pace, Venus Over Manhattan, Minus Space and Kerry Schuss Gallery. Her work 
is included in numerous private and public collections including Staatsgalerie Stuttgart, Stuttgart, Germany 
and the Sheldon Museum of Art, Lincoln, Nebraska.  The artist lives and works in New York.  
 
Betsy Kaufman will be on view from November 6 – December 19, 2025. An opening reception will be held 
on Thursday, November 6th from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. Gallery hours are Monday through Friday, 11:00 am to 
6:00 pm. For additional information and/or visual materials, please contact the gallery at (212) 750-0949 or 
by email at info@booksteinprojects.com. 

Betsy Kaufman, Untitled (Crosshatch on E.C. Green), 2009, Acrylic on 
panel, 12 x 12 inches.  (BP#BKa-9629) 


